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TARBLE ARTS CENTER
Newsletter • May 1996

EXHIBITIONS
MISSISSIPPIAN CERAMICS FROM SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITYEDWARDSVILLE
-- through June 9, Brainard Gallery
Indigenous Americans associated with the Mississippian Culture inhabited
an extensive portion of .the North American continent. Although primarily
centered along the Mississippi River Valley, archaeological sites range as
far west as Spiro Mounds, Oklahoma and as far east as Etowah Mounds,
Georgia. Sometimes referred to as the "Mound Builders," sites once
inhabited by these peoples are marked by large earthen mounds used as
ceremonial centers for temples and as burial mounds. It is within these
mound structures that most of the artifacts in this exhibition were found,
along with other objects carved from shell, stone, and hammered sheets of
copper.
The Mississippians were farmers and traders and, in the culture's zenith,
lived in communities numbering in the tens of thousands. The relics left
behind by the Mound Builders reveal a culture with a sophisticated social
and religious structure. This is evidenced by findings from investigations at
classic Mississippian sites such as the Cahokia Mounds Historical Site,
located just east of St. Louis near Collinsville, Illinois. Artifacts fashioned
from shell imported from the Gulf of Mexico were found there, indicating
that an extensive trade network existed between sites that were hundreds
of miles apart. Cahokia was also an important religious center; the main
temple mound, dubbed "Monk's Mound," is the largest man-made earthen
structure in the Western Hemisphere, standing some 100 feet tall with a
base that covers an area of over sixteen acres.
This exhibition includes over fifty ceramic vessels produced by the
Mississippian peoples, including works from classic Mississippian sites
dating back to c. 800~1200 A.D., to later Mississippian works, as
represented by the Caddo peoples of Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and
Texas (c. 1200-1700 A.D.) and the Quapaw of Arkansas and Mississippi (c.
1600-1750 A.D.).

Although there is a great variety of vessel forms represented in this
exhibition, almost all of these works were intended for ceremonial use.
Human and animal forms are used in a number of pieces, along with
several works that are elaborately decorated with incised lines in varying
patterns, appliqued motifs, and polychromed pots. A number of rare vessel
types are included in the exhibition, such as a Caddoan "Canoe Effigy"
· bowl, "seed pots," several animal effigy bowls and bottles, and a "Nodena
Red and White" head pot. The objects in the exhibition are on loan from
The University Museum, Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville, curated
from the Milton Harrington Collection.
14TH INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S EXHIBITION
-- May 4- June 2, Main Galleries
This annual exhibition provides an opportunity for area art teachers to
showcase their programs through the achievements of their students.
Organized in cooperation with the Art teachers of Community Unit #1
Schools, this exhibition features two- and three- dimensional art by area
students, grades kindergarten through high school, along with works
created by children from other countries. Twenty-three schools have
agreed to participate in this year's exhibition, which is a record number.
Area schools represented in the show include: Ashmore, Carl Sandburg,
Jefferson, Lerna, Lincoln, and Mark Twain Elementaries, Charleston;
Charleston Junior and Senior High Schools; Arcola Elementary School;
Chrisman Unit #6 Schools; Crestwood Grade and Junior High School,
Paris; Effingham High School; Findlay Junior and Senior High Schools;
Kansas Unit #3 Schools; Martinsville Unit C-3 Schools; Mattoon Junior and
Senior High Schools, Shelbyville; Shiloh Unit #1 Schools; StewardsonStrasburg Unit SA Schools; Sullivan High School; Tower Hill Grade School;
and Windsor Grade and Junior/Senior High Schools.
The international component of the 1996 exhibition is comprised of
children's art from Ireland, coordinated through the Art Teacher's
Association of Ireland. (A closing reception and awards presentation
ceremony is scheduled for Sunday, May 19.)

EVENTS
DOCENT MEETING
--May 6, 1Oam-noon
The final docent meeting of the 1995-96 academic year will consist of tours
of the 14th International Children's Exhibition and Mississippian Ceramics.
Docent scheduling for the Spring Fifth Grade Enrichment Program will take
place as well. The meeting is open to the general public, and persons
interested in learning more about the Tarble Arts Center's Docent

Education Program are encouraged to attend.
POETRY READING: EIU ALUMNI
-- May 3, 3:30pm
This reading, sponsored by Eastern's English Department, will feature
selections by ten EIU alumni who have distinguished themselves as writers
of poetry and fiction.
COLES COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL HONORS RECITAL AUDITIONS
-- May 4, 9am-4pm
Auditions for the annual Coles County Arts Council Honors Recital will be
conducted by two music professionals. To compete, students must be
nominated by their music teacher, and participation is limited to residents of
Coles County.
RECEPTION & AWARDS PRESENTATION: INTERNATIONAL
CHILDREN'S EXHIBITION
--May 19, 1:30-3:30pm
The young artists represented in this year's exhibition and their art teachers
will be recognized for their achievements. There will be two award
programs this year. Awards will be presented to students from outside
Charleston beginning at 2pm. Charleston Community Unit #1 schools
students will receive their awards starting at 3pm.
Mr. Terry Weir,
Superintendent of Community Unit #1 Public Schools, has been invited to
present the opening address.
COLES COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL HONORS RECITAL
-- May 20, lpm
This annual recital showcases the outstanding young musicians of Coles
County, as selected through an open audition. Sponsored by the Coles
County Arts Council, some students will also receive scholarships to attend
Eastern's summer music camps. An informal reception will follow the
recital.

FROM THE CURATOR
A record twenty-three area schools have agreed to participate in the 14th
International Children's Exhibition, which opens on May 4th. This annual
exhibition, spotlighting both the teachers' and their students'
accomplishments over the 1995-96 school year, cannot come to fruition
without the efforts of many people. Every year, the Art teachers from
Charleston Community Unit #1 Schools assist with the reception program ,
including coordinating volunteers, providing name tags for the young
artists, and supplying refreshments. The teachers who will help with this
year's program are: Dorothy Bennett, Jefferson Elementary; Dana

Deffenbaugh, Charleston Junior High School; Toni Satterfield, Charleston
High School ; Betty Williams, Ashmore and Lincoln Elementaries, and
Jamie Willis, Carl Sandburg, Lema, and Mark Twain Elementaries. Area
Art specialists from the participating schools are responsible for locating
parent volunteers to bring cookies and assist with the reception ,
traditionally attended by 700 to BOO people! The office of Superintendent
of Charleston Community Unit #1 Schools also provides some reception
supplies. The closing reception and awards ceremonies are scheduled for
Sunday, May 19th, from 1:30-4pm (see EVENTS).
The 1996 Fifth Grade Enrichment Program begins on May 7th and
continues through May 23rd. Schools participating in this year's program
include Franklin School, Mattoon; Jefferson Elementary, Charleston; the
Mattoon Treatment and Learning Center; St. Mary's School, Mattoon; St.
Mary's School, Paris; St. Michael's School, Sigel; and Villa Grove Grade
School. The program begins with a tour of the Mississippian Ceramics
exhibition in Tarble's Brainard Gallery, followed by a hands-on pottery
workshop in the classroom. Students will use air dry clay to create coiled
vessels, the same method used by many Native American peoples.
Students will be encouraged to smooth out the coils and embellish their
pots with incised or appliqued motifs. This program is offered free of charge
annually to area fifth grade classroom teachers and their students.
The Tarble's 1996 Arts-In-Education Residency with photographer
Jeanette May concluded on April 22nd with the last of three sessions with
the Mattoon Junior High Art Club. In all, Jeanette worked with over 260
area public school students and eight teenage through adult community
members from eastcentral Illinois. In addition, a guest artist, writer Jay
Prefontaine, presented a series of fiction writing workshops to
approximately 250 students from Central A&M High School, Moweaqua
and Mattoon Junior High School. I would like to acknowledge the following
organizations and individuals for their support of this unique program: the
Illinois Arts Council, a state agency; Sue Goodpaster, Art teacher, Central
A&M High School, Moweaqua; Dana Deffenbaugh, Art teacher, Charleston
Junior High School; David Danner, Coordinator, Lake Land College's
Pathways Program; Jan Wetzel, Art teacher, Mattoon Junior High School;
and the Coles County Arts Council (CCAC). Each school provided partial
financial support for Jeanette's week at their site, and the CCAC cosponsored the artist's residency at CJHS and the Alternative Photographic
Processes class at the Tarble. My sincere thanks to all of you for making
the residency a positive and rewarding experience for all concerned.
--Kit Morice

FROM THE DIRECTOR
Charleston's noted centenarian quilter, Cora Meek, had work featured in
yet another exhibition. Two quilts by Meek, loaned from the Tarble's Folk
Arts Collection, are included in The Intuitive Edge -- Midwest Folk &
Outsider Art, which is on exhibition through May 12th at the South Bend
Regional Museum of Art. The exhibition was organized by Leisa
Rundquist, the museum's curator. A catalogue, with illustrations of each
artist's work, was produced in conjunction with the exhibition.
I want to thank Victoria Woollen-Danner, the Gift Shop's volunteer
coordinator, for designing and helping organize the Tarble's table setting
that was a part of Sarah's Showcase of Table Tops, held at the Sarah Bush
Lincoln Health Center. With a few exceptions, all of the items making up
the table settings and decoration were handmade by area artists and
artisans represented in the Tarble's Gift Shop: a laminated, turned wood
bowl by Keith Adams; a table runner by Dorothy Bennett; blown glasses
and stemware by Barrie Bredemeier; napkins woven by Edna Kniskern;
raku bowls by Ernie Miller; stoneware pitcher and cups by Dwain Naragon;
a wrought iron candle holder by Lorelei Sims; a gourd figure by Karen Lee
Spencer; brass compotes by Joe Spoon; watercolor/collage place mats by
Jamie Willis; enameling by Sara Woollen-Danner; and napkin rings by
Victoria Woollen-Danner. I think it is safe to say that the Tarble's table was
the most unique at the showcase. Thanks also to student assistant Jamie
Hazard and intern Beverly Studzinski for staffing the table during the
showcase. Nearly 200 people viewed the display and learned about the
Gift Shop and other Tarble programs.
Beverly, a Speech/Communications major, has been gaining experience in
public relations and promotions through her internship. Other student
interns this semester have been Wendy Goode and Tracy Potter, both of
whom are Art majors. Wendy has served as a general gallery assistant
and has assisted with nearly all of this spring's exhibitions, plus other
activites as well. Tracy has done detailed research on an important piece in
the permanent collection, The Bride, a 1934 aquatint by Jacques Villon
after the 1912 painting by his brother, Marcel Duchamp. Each of these
interns have provided valuable assistance to the Tarble, while gaining
"hand-on" experience related to their academic studies. The same can be
said about the two graduate assistants who have served the Tarble this
year -- John Sexton and Jeremy Huffstedtler. Both have been instrumental
in the success of the traveling exhibition Cultivating Creativity: Young
People's Art from Area Schools, of which Jeremy has served as exhibition
coordinator. My thanks to them all.

-- Michael Watts

NEW & RENEWED MEMBERS
-- March 15 - April 15
Family Patron
Marge & Cary Knoop
Individual Patron
Fran Wittenberg
Student/Senior Patron
John Frazier
Kathryn Robertson

UPCOMING FOR JUNE
Selections from the Collection -- June B - August 25
EIU Annuitants Association Meeting-- June 14, Bam-noon
Summer of Excellence Classes -- June 10-27

IN THE GIFT SHOP &
SALES/RENTAL GALLERY
Come see a "mini" version of the table setting presented for the SBLHC
table top showcase, and select from the many unique and finely crafted
works from area artists who make memorable graduation and shower gifts.
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